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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The Affidavit and Exhibit A filed on 09/20/2005 under 37 CFR 1 .131 is sufficient 
to overcome the Hansen (US 2002/0097797) reference for the 35 USC § 102(e) 
rejection regarding to claims 29-38. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Betts (US 5,878,077). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 29-32 and 34-37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Betts (US 5,878,077). 

□ With regard claim 29, Betts discloses a system for use with a communications 
channel comprising: 

an assorter (Fig.1 elements 102) configured to receive first and second signals 
having disparate transmission characteristics (Fig.1 element 16) and select one 
of said first and second signals (Fig.1 element 102, where the received signals 
are digital data signal and voice control signal); and 

a translator (Fig.1 elements 20, 104, 106, and 108), coupled to said assorter, 
including a map table evoker (Fig.1 element 104) configured to determine a 
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conversion table to employ with said selected one of said first and second signals 
and a converter (Fig. 1 element 108), coupled to said map table evoker, 
configured to encode said one of said first and second signals into a symbol 
representation as a function of a transmission characteristic associated therewith 
(Fig.1 elements 20, 104, 106, 108, and column 3 line 20 - column 5 line 6 ). 

□ With regard claim 30, Hansen further discloses wherein said first signal is a voice 
signal and said second signal is a data signal (Fig.1 elements 14-16 and 
paragraph 15). 

□ With regard claim 31 , Betts further discloses that the system is embodied in at 
least one of a transmitter and a receiver associated with a telecommunications 
network associated with said communications channel (Fig.1 and column 1 lines 
49-55). 

□ With regard claim 32, Betts further discloses that the system is at least partially 
embodied in a sequence of operating instructions operable on a processor (Fig.2 
element 48 and column 1 1 lines 7-1 8). 

□ With regard claim 34, which is a mean function claim related to claim 29, all 
limitation is contained in claim 29. The explanation of all the limitation is already 
addressed in the above paragraph. 

□ With regard claim 35, which is a mean function claim related to claim 30, all 
limitation is contained in claim 30. The explanation of all the limitation is already 
addressed in the above paragraph. 
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□ With regard claim 36, which is a mean function claim related to claim 31 , all 
limitation is contained in claim 31. The explanation of all the limitation is already 
addressed in the above paragraph. 

□ With regard claim 37, which is a mean function claim related to claim 32, all 
limitation is contained in claim 32. The explanation of all the limitation is already 
addressed in the above paragraph. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1, 3-8, 10-15, 17-21, and 23-28, and 39-43 are allowed. 

5. Claims 33 and 38 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 

□ The prior art fails to teach an apparatus/system/method of Claims 1 , 8, 15, 
22, and 39 that specifically comprises the following: 
-- The instant application is deemed to be directed to a non-obvious 
improvement over the admitted prior art of the instant application and the 
invention patented in Pat. No. US 5,878,077, US 6,084,917, US 
6,269,129, US 6,535,497, and US 6,553,063. The improvement 
comprises: 

With regard claims 1,15, and 22, "said assorter including a parsing 
subsystem configured to extract control information associated with said 
first and second signals and a selector, coupled to said parsing 
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subsystem, configured to select one of said first and second signals in 
accordance with said control information;" as recited. 

With regard claim 8, "extracting control information associated with 
said first and second signals; selecting one of said first and second signals 
in accordance with said control information;" as recited. 

With regard claim 39, "a bit merge and framer subsystem that 
merges said first and second signals into a bit stream; a bit-to-symbol 
mapping subsystem, coupled to said bit merge and framer subsystem," as 
recited. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

7. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ted M. Wang whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3053. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Chin can be reached on 571-272-3056. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ted M Wang 
Examiner 
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Ted M. Wang 
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